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PLAN FOR QUINQUENNIAL STATISTICS OF 


PROTESTANT FOREIGN MISSIONS AND YOUNGER CHURCHES 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North Anerica offers to the International Missionary Council 
a plan for the gatherimg and publishing of the statistics of Protestant 
Foreign Missions and of those of the Younger Churches. 


Statistics of Protestant Missions appeared at various times and 
on both sides of the Atlantic during the Nineteenth Century and within that 
same period Germany and Denmark produced the first atlases of Protestant 
Missions (Dr. Grundemann and Dean Vahl). At the beginning of the Twentieth 
Century there were published in the United States the "Geography and Atlas 
of Protestant Missions" (Dr. Beach), and the "Centennial Survey of Foreign 
Missions" (Dr. Dennis). In connection with the report of Commission I to 
the World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh, 1910, there was presented 
to that conference a "Statistical Atlas of Christian Missions." In 1911 
the "World Atlas of Christian Missions" appeared, this being the Edinburgh 
publication revised, enlarged and adapted to meet North American needs. Five 
years after the appearance of the "World Atlas" there was published by the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel a volume entitled "World Statistics of 
Christian Missions." This was not an atlas but under a publication date of 
1916 it brought the Protestant missionary statistics of the world down to 
the beginning of the World War. In 1925 the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel, the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, and 
the Institute of Social and Religious Research sponsored the "World 
Missionary Atlas," which provides the last statistical cross-section study 
of Protestant missions made to date. 


The widespread international use of these successive volunes, 
especially those which have appeared during the period of intensive coopera~ 
tion among Protestant mission agencies, together with the numerous inquiries 
about later statistical returns, have brought to the North American groups 
most concerned, a deepening conviction that some new and similar cross- 
section study of Protestant missions should be made. 


The Comnittee is of the opinion that the preparation of a world 
missionary atlas on the inclusive lines of the atlas of 1925 is probably 
impracticable and inexpedient in the nineteen thirties. Among the reasons 
are these: 


A missions directory to be most trustworthy and serviceable needs 
to be revised and issued annually or at most biennially, and the preparation 
of such a world directory presumably might become a furiction of the 
International Missionary Council itself. A resolution bearing on this 
question is being addressed to the International Missionary Council by 
the Committee of Reference and Counsel. In any case, a volume of world 
statistics would naturally require a list of all missionary organizations 
whose work is presented, these organizations being grauped by the countries 
of their respective headquarters. The inclusiveness of the information 
offered, however, whether approximating that of the Directory in the "World 
Missionary Atlas," or greatly abridged, would depend on various factors, 
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an importent one being the relationship of the directory in the proposed 

new statistical volume to the series of directories to be prepared by the 
International Missionary Council if this new function of the Council be 
accepted. The orographicel maps with corplicated information imprinted 
thereon, which were part of the "World Missionary Atlas of 1925," would 

be very costly to reproduce and bring to date, and the question may also 
fairly be raised whether the marking of residence stations of foreign mission- 
aries should be the major feature of further cartographical studies of the 
expansion of Protestant Christianity. Assuredly maps will and must have 
their place in interpreting missionary movements, enterprises, agencies and 
institutions, but what kind of maps are now called for and just what specific 
purposes should be served by them in any world study to be made in the near 
future are not yet clear. The proposal herein set forth does not have to do 
with the preparation of new maps although the desirability of nanos is fully 
recognized and their preparation night well cone into the plan in its further 
stages of development. This proposal is intended primarily to deal with 

the gathering, compilation, and publication of missionary statistics and 
related pertinent information. 


I. Ihe Nature of the Need. 


Statistics concerning religious enterprises inevitably fall far 
short of giving a complete picture. Sone of the most significant and vital 
achievements slip entirely through the statistical mesh. This is emphatically 
true of the foreign mission enterprise. Nevertheless there is a demand for 
sufficient statistics to show periodically the status and progress of missions 
and of the younger churches by fields, denominations and types of work. 


The demand for statistical information comes from a variety of 
people, - administrators, promoters of waissions, authors, teachers, pastors, 
editors, laymen, and students. In part the demand has been met by the decen- 
ninl review issued in 1922 and 1932 in THE INTERNATIONAL RiVIEW OF MISSIONS. 
Excellent as this decennial survey is, it does not seek to meet the demand for 
information of a quantitetive sort, and there is inevitable also a lack of 
close comparability between periods and anong the various fields and agencies. 

t does give a broad picture of the Christian movement in each field but does 
not meet the need for exact figures for individual missions, churches, types 
of work, and finances. Moreover, there is no attempt at uniformity in the 
terms used nor in the kinds of data gathered in the various fields. Hence 
close comparisons cannot be drawn. It is safe to sny that most of the persons 
who desire statistics want them brought up to date more often than once in 
ten years. If a quinquennial statistical report for the world were to be 
compiled, it would perhaps be made to synchronize every second time with the 
valuable decennial literary review which THE INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF MISSIONS 
presents. 


It is felt that all the churches and missions in all fields should 
be urged to follow the precedent already set in several ficlds, that is, to 
provide for the compilation of statistical reports each year. To achieve this 
ideal in certain areas will doubtless require a number of yenrs, involving, 

s it must, agreement by the various bodies on common standards for their 
records and the further developnant of cooperative procedure among them, but 
ultimately such inclusive annual reports by fields would form the essential 
basis for a trustworthy and adequate world compilation. Any world study 
prepared in the near future, however, will have to build primarily on wh.tever 
foundations are already laic. 
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IIT. New Kinds of Data Needed. 





In the 1925 atlas the schwtules were arranged almost exclusively 
with reference to boards and missions as the authoritative sources of 
information. The younger churches appeared only incidentally. During the 
last decade the younger churches in several fields have so developed that any 
new compilation of statistics should unquestionably indicate the progress of 
these churches with reference to administration, program, finance, and 
personnel. Also enterprises related both to missions and to the younger 
churches should be clearly set forth as such. 


Again, it may be desirable to treat separately the increasing 
number of educational and philanthropic institutions which are formally 
independent both of missions and of the younger churches and yet which 
unquestionably grow out of the Christian approach from the West to other 
parts of the world, or out of the deveLoping Christian movements in the newer 
ficlds, or out of both, and must needs be regarded as certainly and vitally 
related to the Christian enterprise. 


Finances call for more adequate treatment than in the earlier 
statistical studies. Any sound consideration of policies regarding the use 
of Western money with respect both to the wise administration of these funds 
and to the effect of their use in the development of national churches, would 
seem to require as a minimum basis of information the total sums expended by 
Western societies in each land and for each type of work, while funds raised 
by the newer churches should be set forth, if possible, with reference to tk 
major objects of expenditure. Such a world consvectus and analysis of gifts 
and expenditures bearing on the expansion of Reformed Christianity has as yet 
not been attempted. Should it be longer postponed? 


The gathering of such additional new data will be difficult. It 
wili involve the working cut of categories, the development of a technique 
of procedure, and the securing of cooperation onthe partof hundreds of 
treasurers, statistical secretaries, and others scattered throughout the world. 
The many technical questions that must be dealt with need not here be indi- 
cated. 


Itt. Implementing the Plan. 


1. The Sponsor. With the present development of missionary 
cooperation throughout the world, the International Missionary Council is 
beyond question the appropriate body to sponsor such a project. 


2. Staff. On the basis of previous experience it would seem that 
the project would require a competent director associated with a strong 
consultative committee. It is believed that the first compilation will 
require more than half the time of the director for three years, and the full 
time of two assistants and two stenographers for at least two years. This 
statenent is based on facts bearing on the preparation of the earlier 
statistical studies. 


5. Cost. Close estimates cannot be made until the plan has been 
more fully elaborated and the responsible personnel decided upon. The final 
authorization of the project would have to await the securing of funds for 
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its underwriting, and it is agreed that such funds would have to cone from 
other than regular missionary sources. The administration of the funds if 
and when secured would be determined in conference between the officers of 
the International Missionary Council, the Consultitive Committee and the 
donors. 


4. Execution. The project would need to provide for these processes 


a. A study of schedules used in the 1925 atlas and in the 
various National Christian Councils and individual missions 
and church reports. 


b. The formulation of tentative schedules adapted to all fields 
and possibly more elaborate schedules adapted to well 
developed fields. To secure comparability, headings used 
in the 1925 atlas should be teken as a busis and additions 
or eliminations should be made only for sound reasons 
critically arrived at, but special effort should be given 
to the discovery of new categories which can more adequately 
represent the vital, present~day achievements of mission- 
ary enterprises and of the younger churches. Such an 
attempt at gathering world statistics should assuredly 
provide the occasion for the discovery of those areas of 
concern within which older stetistical rubrics are no longer 
pertinent or within which conditions are developing which 
lend themselves to pertinent and valuable statistical 
treatment hitherto unprovided for. 


c. The enlistment of hearty and intelligent cooperation by 
secretcries and treasurers of boards, missions, younger 
churches, and National Christian Councils. This will re- 
quire not only conference and correspondence from head- 
quarters but probabiy also visits by the director to 
headquarters of nany boards and to several of the hone 
base lands and mission fields. Such visits would seem 
to be indispensable not only to perfect and adapt the 
scheduies, but also to deal constructively and persuasively 
with opposition or inertia due to the inevitable extra 
work involved and to hesitation concerning the modification 
of those statistical procedures which have back of them 
considerable usage or denominational differentiae. 
Inescapably involved in the project as a whole is a 
continuous diplomatic process involving the calling forth 
of cooperation on the part of a multitude of individuals 
seldom approached to this end and on lines only occasion- 
ally followed in the development of the complicated fabric 
of activities which constitutes the work of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. 


d. The assembling and classifying of data, the preparation 
and editing of mamuscripts, and seeing the resuitant 
publication through the press. 


The project herein set forth is offered for the consideration of 
the International Missionary Council. 
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